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Maun-dy Thursday: \'mon-dE-, 'män-\ noun \ generally 
held to be derived through Middle English, and Old French 
mandé, from the Latin mandatum, meaning ‘mandate’ or 
‘command’; it is the first word of the phrase "Mandatum 
novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos" or “A 
new commandment I give unto you, that you love one 
another as I have loved you.”  (John 13:34)  

 

 

 

——— Gathering ——— 
 

Call to Worship  
 

[Have one person read these verses aloud.] 
 

In the past God spoke through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 
but in the last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of  
all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of 
God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven.  (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

[Have one person pray this prayer aloud.] 
 

Holy and sovereign God, as we prepare to remember the events of that night on 
which your Son was betrayed, open our eyes to see the beauty of Jesus’ self-
giving love, and by your Spirit work in our community a desire and commitment to 
serve each other and our hurting world, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of Approach        Fairest Lord Jesus (v. 1, 4)              (Optional)               
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature 
O thou of God and man the Son 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor 
Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 

 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations 
Son of God and Son of Man 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be thine 
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——— The Word ——— 
 

Prayers for Illumination 
 

[Have one person or multiple people pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work through  

the reading and discussion of his Word.] 

 
Readings:  
 

[If in a group, have a different person read each passage; or if the group is smaller, alternate readings. 

Then after the appointed passages have been read, a group leader should lead in discussion, using 

questions provided, as well as any other questions that arise from the passages.] 

 
Psalm Reading:  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
 
Old Testament Reading:   Exodus 12:1-14   
 
First Gospel Reading:  John 1:29-31 
 
Second Gospel Reading:  Luke 22:7-20 
 
Third Gospel Reading: John 6:30-36, 46-51 

 
DISCUSSION:   

 

 In what ways was Jesus the fulfillment of the Passover? 
 
Final Gospel Reading:  John 13:1-17, 31-35  

 
DISCUSSION:  

 

NOTE: Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as a practical example of humility and 
serving others in practical ways. (Washing feet was necessary and practical in a 
sandal-wearing culture, where walking dirt roads and in the desert was the 
primary mode of transportation.)   

 
 What is the “New Command” or “Mandate” Jesus gave to those who 

would be his disciples? (See v. 34)   
 
 What are some implications of Jesus saying: “By this all people will 

know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another?” (v. 35) 
 
 What are some ways we can serve others in practical ways today, as 

expression of our belonging to Jesus?  
 
 



———  Our Prayers ——— 
 
[Have one person serve as prayer leader. Pause after each petition to allow all as feel led to offer prayers 

related to each of the respective petitions.] 

 
Loving, listening God, ever-attentive to the voices of those in need, we call on your 
name so that we might live. Now hear our prayer:  
 

 For the church that bears Christ’s name, that the world may know we are his 
disciples by the love that we have for one another.  

 

 For leaders of nations and all persons in positions of authority, that their lives 
may be marked by Christ-like service and love.  

 

 For all who are oppressed and living in captivity, that they may escape from evil 
and death to find the land of freedom you have promised.  

 

 For those who are hungry and thirsty this day and for those who have too much, 
that we may learn to share your generous gifts, O God.  

 

 For those who are dealing with loss or facing death, that the presence of Christ 
may bless and keep them.  

 
 

——— Dismissal --------- 
 

Charge   
 

[Have one person, preferably a group leader, declare this charge from John 13.34:] 
 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 

 

Hymn of Dismissal           Gloria Patri                       (Optional)          
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
World without end. Amen. 

 
 

NOTE:  There is no benediction in this service. 
 
 
 
 



——— Optional --------- 
 

Mercy Offering 
 

The Grace Covenant Deacons Mercy Ministry cares for individuals and families, 
both within the church and in the community.  The Maundy Thursday offering is 
one of only two received each year by which this work of mercy is funded.   If you 
would like to make a special gift to help those from our church and community who 
are in need, you can do so in either of two ways:  
 

1) Online at www.gracecovpca.org/resources/giving 
 

2) Sending your check to the church offices at:  
           1677 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg VA  23185 
 
NOTE: Please write “Mercy Ministries” on the memo line of your check or 
select that fund when making a gift online. 
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